DC Beit Midrash Parshat Vayera
What is Eden?
James Worth November 7, 2011

Sara Laughs...And Contemplates [Eden]

Gen. 18:10-12
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10 And He said: 'l will certainly return unto thee when the season cometh round;
and, lo, Sarah thy wife shall have a son." And Sarah heard in the tent door, which
was behind him.--

11 Now Abraham and Sarah were old, and well stricken in age; it had ceased to be
with Sarah after the manner of women.--

12 And Sarah laughed within herself, saying: 'After I am waxed old shall I have
pleasure, my lord being old also?'

The Origins of Eden

Gen. 2:8-10
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8 And the LORD God planted a garden eastward, in Eden; and there He put the
man whom He had formed.

9 And out of the ground made the LORD God to grow every tree that is pleasant to
the sight, and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

10 And a river went out of Eden to water the garden; and from thence it was part-
ed, and became four heads.

Gen. 3:22-24
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22 And the LORD God said: 'Behold, the man is become as one of us, to know

good and evil; and now, lest he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life,
and eat, and live for ever.'

23 Therefore the LORD God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the
ground from whence he was taken.

24 So He drove out the man; and He placed at the east of the garden of Eden the
cherubim, and the flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way to the
tree of life.

Gen. 4:16
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16 And Cain went out from the presence of the LORD, and dwelt in the land of
Nod, on the east of Eden.



Glory and Greatness
Ezekiel 31:18
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18 To whom art thou thus like in glory and in greatness among the trees of Eden?
yet shall thou be brought down with the trees of Eden unto the nether parts of the

earth; thou shalt lie in the midst of the uncircumcised, with them that are slain by
the sword. This 1s Pharaoh and all his multitude, saith the Lord GOD."

Joel 2:3, 23-27
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3 A fire devoureth before them, and behind them a flame blazeth; the land is as the

garden of Eden before them, and behind them a desolate wilderness; yea, and noth-
ing escapeth them.

23 Be glad then, ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the LORD your God; for He
giveth you the former rain in just measure, and He causeth to come down for you
the rain, the former rain and the latter rain, at the first. 24 And the floors shall be
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full of corn, and the vats shall overflow with wine and oil. 25 And I will restore to
you the years that the locust hath eaten, the canker-worm, and the caterpiller, and
the palmer-worm, My great army which I sent among you. 26 And ye shall eat in
plenty and be satisfied, and shall praise the name of the LORD your God, that hath
dealt wondrously with you; and My people shall never be ashamed. 27 And ye
shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I am the LORD your God, and
there is none else; and My people shall never be ashamed.

Amos 1:5
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5 And I will break the bar of Damascus, and cut off the inhabitant from Bikath-
Aven, and him that holdeth the sceptre from Beth-eden; and the people of Aram
shall go into captivity unto Kir, saith the LORD.

Children of Eden

Isaiah 37:12
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12 Have the gods of the nations delivered them, which my fathers have destroyed,
Gozan, and Haran, and Rezeph, and the children of Eden that were in Telassar?

II Kings 19:12
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12 Have the gods of the nations delivered them, which my fathers have destroyed,
Gozan, and Haran, and Rezeph, and the children of Eden that were in Telassar?




Becoming (Existing in the Future)

Ecclesiastes 4:2-3
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2 Wherefore I praised the dead that are already dead more than the living that are
yet alive; 3 but better than they both is he that hath not yet been, who hath not seen
the evil work that is done under the sun.

Daniel 7:25
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25 And he shall speak words against the Most High, and shall wear out the saints
of the Most High; and he shall think to change the seasons and the law; and they
shall be given into his hand until a time and times and half a time.

A Place of Faith
II Chronicles 31:15
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15 And under him were Eden, and Miniamin, and Jeshua, and Shemaiah, Amariah,
and Shecaniah, in the cities of the priests, in their office of trust, to give to their
brethren by courses, as well to the great as to the small;

Sheva B'rachot
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May the barren one exult and be glad as her children are
joyfully gathered to her. Blessed are You, LORD, who glad-
den Zion with her Children.
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Grant perfect joy to these loving companions, as you did
your creations in the Garden of Eden. Blessed are You,
LORD, who grants the joy of groom and bride.



